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Doctorate Degree
Earning a doctorate degree is one of the highest honors in one’s journey although few candidates manage to achieve this rank. One of the motivations for pursuing a doctorate degree is for both physical and intellectual stimulation. Some of the challenges faced in achieving such a rank are due to time requirement, the rigorous and tiresome research process and passing the comprehensive examinations. Some of the essential elements that can enable one to complete a doctoral program are to effectively lay out the requirements for the comprehensive exam and dissertation process so that students can begin their work with an apt committee in the early stages of their research process. Mujtaba and Scharff (2007) identify some obstacles to achieving a doctorate degree which includes lack of focus on the dissertation topic which leads to the “ABD” phenomenon and secondly, many students dropout during their first year and fails to complete the doctorate degree. Some of the guidelines and recommendations to overcome these obstacles include; students to take their comprehensive exams as soon as possible as they complete the required courses and; students should dedicate plenty of time studying for the comprehensive exam. 
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